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remote relation. Hence she must be en-
gaged in frequent controversies, the
causes of which are essentially foreign
to our concerns. Hence therefore it
must be unwise in us to implicate our-
selves, by artificial ties, in the ordi-
nary vicissitudes of her politics or the
ordinary combinations and collisions of
her friendships or enmities.

Our detached and distant situation
invites and enables us to pursue a dif-
ferent course. If we remain one people
under an efficient government, the pe-
riod is not far off when we may defy
material injury from external annoy-
ance; when we may take such an atti-
tude as will cause the neutrality we
may at any time resolve upon to be
scrupulously respected; when bellig-
erent nations, under the impossibility
of making acquisitions upon us, will
not lightly hazard the giving us provo-
cation; when we may choose peace or
war, as our interest guided by justice
shall counsel.

Why forgo the advantages of so pecu-
liar a situation? Why quit our own to
stand upon foreign ground? Why, by
interweaving our destiny with that of
any part of Europe, entangle our peace
and prosperity in the toils of European
ambition, rival-ship, interest, humor,
or caprice?

It is our true policy to steer clear of
permanent alliances with any portion
of the foreign world—so far, I mean, as
we are now at liberty to do it, for let
me not be understood as capable of pa-
tronizing infidelity to existing engage-
ments (I hold the maxim no less appli-
cable to public than to private affairs,
that honesty is always the best pol-
icy)—I repeat it therefore, let those en-
gagements be observed in their genuine
sense. But in my opinion it is unneces-
sary and would be unwise to extend
them.

Taking care always to Kkeep our-
selves, by suitable establishments, on a
respectably defensive posture, we may
safely trust to temporary alliances for
extraordinary emergencies.

Harmony, liberal intercourse with all
nations, are recommended by policy,
humanity, and interest. But even our
commercial policy should hold an
equal and impartial hand: neither seek-
ing nor granting exclusive favors or
preferences; consulting the natural
course of things; diffusing and diversi-
fying by gentle means the streams of
commerce but forcing nothing; estab-
lishing with powers so disposed—in
order to give to trade a stable course,
to define the rights of our merchants,
and to enable the government to sup-
port them—conventional rules of inter-
course, the best that present cir-
cumstances and mutual opinion will
permit, but temporary, and liable to be
from time to time abandoned or varied,
as experience and circumstances shall
dictate; constantly keeping in view,
that it is folly in one nation to look for
disinterested favors from another—
that it must pay with a portion of its
independence for whatever it may ac-
cept under that character—that by
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such acceptance it may place itself in
the condition of having given equiva-
lents for nominal favors and yet of
being reproached with ingratitude for
not giving more. There can be no great-
er error than to expect or calculate
upon real favors from nation to nation.
It is an illusion which experience must
cure, which a just pride ought to dis-
card.

In offering to you, my countrymen,
these counsels of an old and affec-
tionate friend, I dare not hope they
will make the strong and lasting im-
pression I could wish—that they will
control the usual current of the pas-
sions or prevent our nation from run-
ning the course which has hitherto
marked the destiny of nations. But if I
may even flatter myself that they may
be productive of some partial benefit,
some occasional good, that they may
now and then recur to moderate the
fury of party spirit, to warn against
the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to
guard against the impostures of pre-
tended patriotism—this hope will be a
full recompense for the solicitude for
your welfare by which they have been
dictated.

How far in the discharge of my offi-
cial duties I have been guided by the
principles which have been delineated,
the public records and other evidences
of my conduct must witness to you and
to the world. To myself, the assurance
of my own conscience is that I have at
least believed myself to be guided by
them.

In relation to the still subsisting war
in Europe, my proclamation of the 22d
of April 1793 is the index to my plan.
Sanctioned by your approving voice
and by that of your representatives in
both houses of Congress, the spirit of
that measure has continually governed
me, uninfluenced by any attempts to
deter or divert me from it.

After deliberate examination with
the aid of the best lights I could ob-
tain, I was well satisfied that our coun-
try, under all the circumstances of the
case, had a right to take—and was
bound in duty and interest to take—a
neutral position. Having taken it, I de-
termined, as far as should depend upon
me, to maintain it with moderation,
perseverence, and firmness.

The considerations which respect the
right to hold this conduct it is not nec-
essary on this occasion to detail. I will
only observe that, according to my un-
derstanding of the matter, that right,
so far from being denied by any of the
belligerent powers, has been virtually
admitted by all.

The duty of holding a neutral con-
duct may be inferred, without anything
more, from the obligation which jus-
tice and humanity impose on every na-
tion, in cases in which it is free to act,
to maintain inviolate the relations of
peace and amity towards other nations.

The inducements of interest for ob-
serving that conduct will best be re-
ferred to your own reflections and ex-
perience. With me, a predominant mo-
tive has been to endeavor to gain time
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to our country to settle and mature its
yet recent institutions and to progress
without interruption to that degree of
strength and consistency which is nec-
essary to give it, humanly speaking,
the command of its own fortunes.

Though in reviewing the incidents of
my administration I am unconscious of
intentional error, I am nevertheless
too sensible of my defects not to think
it probable that I may have committed
many errors. Whatever they may be, I
fervently beseech the Almighty to
avert or mitigate the evils to which
they may tend. I shall also carry with
me the hope that my country will
never cease to view them with indul-
gence and that, after forty-five years of
my life dedicated to its service with an
upright zeal, the faults of incompetent
abilities will be consigned to oblivion,
as myself must soon be to the man-
sions of rest.

Relying on its kindness in this as in
other things, and actuated by that fer-
vent love towards it which is so nat-
ural to a man who views in it the na-
tive soil of himself and his progenitors
for several generations, I anticipate
with pleasing expectation that retreat,
in which I promise myself to realize
without alloy the sweet enjoyment of
partaking in the midst of my fellow
citizens the benign influence of good
laws under a free government—the ever
favorite object of my heart, and the
happy reward, as I trust, of our mutual
cares, labors and dangers.

GEO. WASHINGTON.
UNITED STATES, 19th September 1796.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

————

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 4521

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
before I get into my remarks, I have
one bit of business. I understand there
is bill at the desk that is due for a sec-
ond reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4521) to provide for a coordi-
nated Federal research initiative to ensure
continued United States leadership in engi-
neering biology.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, in
order to place the bill on the cal-
endar—and this is H.R. 4521, the COM-
PETES Act that came over from the



S816

House—under the provisions of rule
XIV, 1 would object to further pro-
ceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

Mr. SCHUMER. For the benefit of the
public, that is done so we can actually
move forward on the bill. In the arcane
rules of the Senate, that is what we
have to do.

WASHINGTON’S FAREWELL
ADDRESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
first, I want to compliment Senator
LEAHY, our Senate pro tempore, for his
wonderful reading of George Washing-
ton’s Address. This is a tradition in the
Senate, and I am very glad we are con-
tinuing it.

——

UKRAINE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
now, on world affairs, today I chose the
colors of my suit and my tie in honor
of the Ukrainian flag and in solidarity
with the people of UKkraine during
these hard times. I will have more to
say about this later on in my speech.

———

REMEMBERING RICHARD C. BLUM

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
first, I was deeply saddened this morn-
ing to learn of the passing of my friend,
and our dear colleague, Dick Blum,
husband of over 40 years to our friend
and colleague Senator FEINSTEIN. Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN is our Senate colleague,
but Dick Blum was also a colleague be-
cause he was a friend and adviser to so
many of us.

In his 86 years, Dick truly led a re-
markable life. He was a force of nature,
gifted with a winning smile and keen
intellect that he applied to the benefit
of California, America, and even inter-
national causes, including the Amer-
ican Himalayan Foundation, because
he cared so much about those folks.
Every now and then, he would call me
with his frequently insightful—often
brilliant—ideas. The only problem was
his enthusiasm was so intense, it was
sometimes hard to get him off the
phone.

He was a strong and wonderful part-
ner to Senator FEINSTEIN, and he
fought valiantly against illness in the
final chapters of his life—a life so well
lived.

Our thoughts are with our friend Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN. She and he were so
close. She was so dependent on him and
he on her. And so our thoughts are
with her during this time of mourning.
We join her in both our grief and in re-
membering Dick’s wonderful legacy.

I talked with Senator FEINSTEIN this
afternoon. And I told her that when my
father passed away a few months ago, I
felt a loss, but some of the pain—a lit-
tle bit—was sad because I would feel 1
was so close to him, he is still with me.
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And I told her that is how I believed
Dick will be with her. And she told me
that gave her a little solace, so that
made me feel OK.

———

NOMINATION OF KETANJI BROWN
JACKSON

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
now, next, on Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson, on Friday, Joe Biden—Presi-
dent Biden—made history, wonderful
history, by announcing his nominee to
replace Stephen Breyer on the U.S. Su-
preme Court, Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson.

As promised, President Biden named,
for the first time in history—the first
time in history—a Black woman to sit
on the High Court. As promised, his
nominee is beyond qualified and bril-
liant. And as promised, the Senate will
now begin the work of quickly con-
firming Judge Jackson to the Supreme
Court of the United States of America.

Appointing individuals to the High
Court, as we all know, is truly one of
the awesome responsibilities of any
President. And in choosing Judge Jack-
son, President Biden has hit a home
run with an evenhanded and so gifted
jurist.

More importantly, I congratulate
Judge Jackson for this historic honor—
one that reflects her skills, her accom-
plishments, and, above all, her dedica-
tion to our democracy. I have been
doing a lot of reading on Judge Jack-
son over the last month, and I cannot
recall any one of her colleagues, any-
one from her private life, or anyone in
the public sphere say anything nega-
tive about her. It is amazing. That is
how fine a person she is and how fine a
mind she has. Judge Jackson encap-
sulates the two b’s: brilliant and be-
loved. That is a rare combination. And
her nomination is a cause for immense
celebration.

I will be meeting with Judge Jackson
Wednesday when she comes to the Cap-
itol for the first time. Meanwhile, I am
working with Chairman DURBIN to
schedule confirmation hearings on
Judge Jackson as soon as we can. Once
the Judiciary Committee completes its
consideration of Judge Jackson, I will
move to have her nomination come im-
mediately to the floor of the Senate so
the Senate wastes no time fulfilling its
constitutional duty. We are going to
have a fair but speedy process where
Members from both sides will get to
ask their questions and explore the
judge’s record.

Of course, Judge Jackson is no
stranger to the Senate. This will be the
fourth time—the fourth time—she
comes before this body. In each pre-
vious instance, Republicans and Demo-
crats together voted in favor of her
various nominations. We voted last
year to confirm Judge Jackson to the
influential DC Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, and she received support from all
50 Democrats and 3 Republicans. And,
of course, the first time she came be-
fore us as a district court judge, it was

February 28, 2022

a voice vote, which meant no one ob-
jected to her getting on the Federal
bench—no one in the Senate, anyway.

Judge Jackson’s various nominations
have won bipartisan support in the
past, and her nomination now merits
bipartisan support in the present. I
hope both sides can work together in a
fair and speedy way to make it happen.

I will have more to say on Judge
Jackson’s remarkable profile in the
days and weeks ahead, but today, I
want to congratulate her on her nomi-
nation. I thank President Biden for se-
lecting her, and I look forward to meet-
ing with her on Wednesday when she
arrives at the Capitol.

———

UKRAINE

Mr. SCHUMER. Today is the fifth
day since Russian President Vladimir
Putin undermined decades—decades—
of stability in Europe by launching an
unprovoked, immoral, and terribly vio-
lent, vicious assault on Ukraine. This
evening, the Senate will receive a clas-
sified update from the administration
that Senator MCCONNELL and I have re-
quested, and we will be briefed on the
situation on the ground and the steps
that President Biden has taken to help
the Ukrainian people.

In the coming weeks, the Senate will
also work on a bipartisan basis and in
lockstep with the Biden administration
to build a robust assistance package
for Ukraine. The administration has
asked for a $6.4 billion package of hu-
manitarian aid, of economic aid, and of
the kind of military aid that will help
the Ukrainians defend themselves, and
we intend to work on a bipartisan basis
to include it in the upcoming omnibus
bill.

Already, the reports of civilian cas-
ualties in Ukraine are just tragic. At
least 350 civilians have been killed ac-
cording to the Ukrainian Government.
But amidst the violence, one thing is
clear: the Ukrainian people are giving
Putin a tougher fight than he, in his
monomaniacal overconfidence, bar-
gained for.

There are two people in particular
who deserve recognition in these early
days: President Zelenskyy and Presi-
dent Biden. On the one hand, President
Zelenskyy is facing the worst night-
mare any head of state can face: a full
assault on his country’s sovereignty.
But his bravery and defiance is inspir-
ing. Many said he should leave the
country. Putin thought he would run
away. He said: Even though I may be
their No. 1 target, I am staying. What
courage. What strength. And it gave
the Ukrainian people and all the people
in the Western world courage and
strength as well to unite and do every-
thing we can, each in our own way, to
help the Ukrainian people keep their
independence, their freedom, and their
sovereignty. President Zelenskyy is ad-
mired all around the globe and most by
the Ukrainian people whom he stood so
strong for.
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